COLLEGE PLANNING INFORMATION

Each pupil is counseled in his/her eighth grade year prior to entering high school, and each year thereafter with regard to educational and vocational plans following high school.  Those pupils desiring further formal education are counseled according to the following standards:

Community College Entrance Requirements
A graduate of an accredited high school, or any person 18 years of age or older, may enter any community college. SAT and ACT tests are not required.

A community college offers two types of curricula for students.  It may prepare a student for entering a four-year college or university at the upper division level if a prescribed course of study is completed with acceptable grades.  Additionally, it may prepare a student to enter a semi-professional field or vocation at the end of a specified course of study.

California State University Entrance Requirements *
An applicant who is a graduate of a California high school or a legal resident for tuition purposes must have a grade point average and a total composite score on either the SAT or ACT which, in accordance with the CSU eligibility index, places him/her among the upper one-third of California high school graduates. The grade point average is based upon the last three years and does not include Physical Education grades or non-college prep electives. All academic courses listed under the “a-g” requirements must be passed with a grade of “C-” or higher to meet the Cal State entrance requirements. Please visit www.csumentor.edu for more information.

1. Minimum subject requirements (“a-g” subjects):
a. Social Science – two years required
Two years required including one year of U.S. History or one semester of U.S. History and one semester of American Government and one year of History/Social Science from either “a” or “g” subject area.
b. English – four years required
Four years of college preparatory English required including frequent and regular writing, and reading of classic and modern literature, poetry, and drama.
c. Mathematics – three years required (four years recommended)
Three years required including first year Algebra, Geometry, and Algebra II.  Mathematics courses taken in seventh and eighth grade may be used to fulfill part of this requirement if high school accepts as equivalent to its own courses.
d. Laboratory Science – two years required (one year Life and one year Physical)
Physical Science = Chemistry, Honors Chemistry, AP Chemistry, Physics, AP Physics, AP Environmental Science. 
Life Science = Biology, Honors Biology, AP Biology, Anatomy/Physiology
e. Language other than English – two years required (three years recommended) 
Two years of the same language other than English.
                  f.	Visual and Performing Arts – one year required
One year of Art, Music, Dance, or Drama (must see approved list).
      g.	College Preparatory Electives – one year required
In addition to those required in “a-f”, one elective can be chosen from the following areas: History, English, Advanced Mathematics, Laboratory Science, Language other than English, 
Social Science, and Visual and Performing Arts.

	     * SAT Reasoning Exam or ACT required											
                          
University of California Entrance Requirements *
To satisfy the Subject Requirement, students must complete the high school courses listed with a grade point average of 3.0 or above.  This sequence of courses is also known as the “a-g” subjects or requirements. Students must complete 11 of the University of California’s 15 required college-preparatory courses by the end of their junior year in high school.  To be acceptable, the courses must appear on the list certified by the Principal as meeting the UC’s minimum admissions requirements. A new list is approved each year – see your counselor or visit www.ucop.edu/doorways for the most recent list. All academic courses listed under the “a-g” requirements must be passed with a grade of “C-” or higher to meet the UC entrance requirements. Repeats of courses in which the student earned a “C-” or better will not be counted in the grade point calculation.

1. Minimum subject requirements (“a-g” subjects):
a.   Social Science – two years required
Two years required including one year of World History plus one year of U.S. History or one semester of U.S. History and one semester of American Government plus one year of World History.
b.   English – four years required
Four years of college preparatory English including frequent and regular writing, and reading of classic and modern literature, poetry, and drama.
c.   Mathematics – three years required (four years recommended)
Three years including first year Algebra, Geometry, and Algebra II. Mathematics courses taken in seventh and eighth grade may be used to fulfill part of this requirement if high school accepts as equivalent to its own courses.
d.   Laboratory Science – two years required (three years recommended) 
Approved courses: Biology, Chemistry, Physics.  
       e.   Language other than English – two years required (three years recommended)
Two years of the same language other than English.
 f.   Visual and Performing Arts – one year required
One year of Art, Music, Dance, or Drama (must see approved list).
 g.   College Preparatory Electives – one year required
In addition to those required in “a-f”, one elective can be chosen from the following areas: History, English, Advanced Mathematics, Laboratory Science, Language other than English, Social Science, and Visual and Performing Arts.
	        
                  
 * SAT Reasoning Exam or ACT plus Writing required


[bookmark: _GoBack]Private Colleges and Universities
1. Graduation from an accredited high school
2. Subject Requirements:  The majority of colleges usually require 15 or 16 units of study from an accredited high school, not including Physical Education.  The courses of study are generally as follows:
a. English – 4 years
b. Mathematics – 2 to 4 years
c. Social Science – 1 to 3 years
d. Laboratory Science – 1 to 4 years
e. Foreign Language – 0 to 4 years
f. Other units to fulfill minimal requirement
3. Entrance requirements vary widely among private universities.  Check individual college websites for precise requirement information.  Many catalogs are available in the TCHS College and Career Center as well as on the Internet.
4. Another factor in the selection process is college testing.  The SAT reasoning or ACT exam is required by most private schools; however, refer to the individual college website.  In addition, some private schools may require SAT subject exams.
5. A personal interview is sometimes required as part of the application process.


